
OAKWOOD - A  VISION
2015 and beyond

Oakwood School is a thriving dynamic prep school set in a beautiful woodland setting where children 
are inspired to learn, take risks and grow into independent and confident young people.

Oakwood School is the ‘Route to Success’

The route to succe�



Oakwood is one school from 
Nursery to Year 6 and therefore we 
embrace one vision.  We are keen 
to drive forward the success and 
development of Oakwood, to ensure 
that we are meeting the needs of our 
current pupils as well as embracing 
the changing needs of a new 
generation.  Providing an excellent 
educational experience for every 
individual, now and in the future, 
is our priority.  

We have been looking closely at 
what makes Oakwood a unique 
school and how we believe 
Oakwood can be even stronger in 
the future. Feedback from current 
staff, parents and pupils, as well as the 
thoughts and ideas of past Oakwood 
families, have all helped to develop 
our vision for the future.  Valuable 
insights from previous ISI reports, 
feedback from our feeder schools 
and keeping abreast of educational 
good practice, resources and 
developments has also helped 
in forming our strategic thinking.  

We are clear that Oakwood is a 
warm and nurturing school that 
promotes core family values, fosters 
a love of learning and supports the 
development of every individual.  
We believe that all Oakwood pupils 
should be self-confident, resilient and, 
above all, happy.  Community is at the 
heart of Oakwood and to this end 
we are fortunate to have a dedicated, 
experienced and forward thinking 
team of teaching, support staff 
and Governors embracing all 
that makes Oakwood.

Above all, our Vision embraces 
Oakwood as one school, promoting 
excellence and preparing Oakwood 
pupils for their future.

BACKGROUND



1. Exceptional Teaching 
and Learning

Providing good quality teaching and 
learning is a priority for Oakwood.  
We recognise the importance of 
sharing good practice and expertise 
amongst teachers to ensure 
consistency and to always be looking 
forward for opportunities to inspire 
each individual child.  More thorough 
tracking and open communication of 
the needs and achievement of our 
pupils, across the complete ability 
spectrum, will ensure Oakwood is 
offering the high level of education 
expected from Little Oaks to 11+.  
Above all Oakwood prides itself in 
preparing our pupils well for the 
next steps in their educational 
journey as well as instilling a true 
love for learning.

2. Innovative Digital 
Learning

An integrated and creative approach 
to digital learning is at the core of the 
IT provision at Oakwood provided 
to enrich the learning experience 
of our pupils as well as enhancing 
the teaching.  The introduction of 
Learnpads across the whole school 
supports this philosophy, opening up 
creative and engaging opportunities 
for learning, both inside and outside 
the classroom.  Through continuing 

staff training, keeping abreast of 
developments in IT provision and 
ensuring children’s e-safety we will 
be able to ensure digital learning is 
an effective and enjoyable part of 
teaching and learning at Oakwood.   

3. Embrace Life Long 
Learning

The development of the individual 
is at the heart of Oakwood and we 
recognise the ever-increasing need 
for all our children to be confident, 
resourceful and independent.  Giving 
children inspiration and a true self-
belief at a young age is paramount 
to their future happiness and success.  
A focus on developing life skills 
and promoting opportunities for 
leadership will encourage our pupils 
to have the confidence to take the 
lead and above all be independent 
in their learning and everyday lives.  
Recognising and celebrating the 
success of all individuals remains key 
and the introduction of new initiatives, 
such as the ‘Oakwood VIP’ and a 
whole school leadership programme, 
embraces this culture.  

4. Dynamic Outdoor 
Education

The outdoor environment has 
massive potential for learning and 
Oakwood is fortunate to have this on 
its doorstep.  Our children’s learning 
experiences can be enhanced in 
many ways through the use of the 
outdoor environment, making learning 
motivating, exciting, different, relevant 
and easily accessible starting in Little 
Oaks through to the top year groups.   
Seeking further opportunities for such 
learning is key and the development 
of the existing pavilion, as an 
outdoor classroom, as well as the 
introduction of the Oakwood Award 
Scheme will embed the use of the 
outdoors providing powerful learning 
experiences for all our pupils.

5. Prioritise Development 
of Facilities

The breadth of facilities combined 
with the tradition and heritage of 
Oakwood are unique and a real 
strength of the school.  We are 
always looking for opportunities to 
improve and develop the facilities 
as well as broadening the children’s 
educational experience whilst 

recognising that these need to be 
carefully thought through, often 
with a phased approach.  Any future 
developments will continue to aim to 
enrich the children’s life at Oakwood.  
To this end we are excited about 
immediate future plans to extend 
the dining facility to complement the 
family values of the school and allow 
greater flexibility with a whole school 
timetable.  This development will also 
enable Oakwood to host school and 
community events, further enhancing 
the family ethos we are so proud of.   

6. Effective 
and Integrated 
Communication 

The close liaison between parents, 
staff and children is imperative to the 
success and happiness of Oakwood 
as a family and community.  The 
launch of the updated Oakwood 
website will ensure communication 
is effective and easy to access for 
both current and prospective parents.  
The phased introduction of a new 
management system will again 
support this integrated approach to 
communication and open the door 
further for greater efficiency in terms 
of finance and time, driving Oakwood 
forwards and ensuring the school 
continues to thrive.



Oakwood sows 
the seeds from 
which great 
things come. 
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