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Teaching and Learning Policy 
 
This policy applies to the whole school including the EYFS 
 
1. Introduction 
 

1.1 At Oakwood School we believe in the concept of lifelong learning and the idea that both 
adults and children learn new things every day.  We maintain that learning should be a 
rewarding and enjoyable experience for everyone; it should be fun.  Through our 
teaching we equip children with the skills, knowledge and understanding necessary to be 
able to make informed choices about the important things in their lives.  We believe that 
appropriate teaching and learning experiences help children to lead happy and rewarding 
lives. 

 
2. Aims and objectives 
 

2.1 We believe that people learn best in many different ways.  Each individual pupil learns in 
different ways and classroom management needs to take account of this. At our school 
we provide a rich and varied learning environment that allows children to develop their 
skills and abilities to enable them to reach their full potential. 

 
2.2 Through our teaching we aim to: 

 enable children to become confident, resourceful, enquiring and independent 
learners; 

 foster children’s self-esteem and help them build positive relationships with other 
people; 

 develop children’s self-respect and confidence and encourage children to respect the 
ideas; attitudes, values and feelings of others; 

 help children grow into reliable, independent and positive citizens; 
 provide the Headteacher with information that allows her to make judgments about 

the effectiveness of the school. 
 
3. Planning for assessment 
 

3.1 We acknowledge that children learn in many different ways and we recognise the need 
to develop strategies that allow all children to learn in ways that best suit them.  

 
3.2 We offer opportunities for children to learn in different ways.  These include: 

 investigation and problem solving; 
 research and finding out; 
 group work, including Circle Time; 
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 paired work; 
 independent work; 
 whole-class work; 
 asking and answering questions; 
 use of the computer & ActivBoard (See staff directory of useful web sites); 
 fieldwork and visits to places of educational interest; 
 creative activities; 
 watching television and responding to musical or tape-recorded material; 
 debates, role-plays and oral presentations; 
 designing and making things; 
 participation in athletic or physical activity; 
 AFL; 
 use LeanPads. 

 
3.3 We encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning, to be involved as far 

as possible in reviewing the way they learn, and to reflect on how they learn - what helps 
them learn and what makes it difficult for them to learn (AFL).  

 
4. Effective teaching 

 Subject specialisms of staff are taken into account when the annual timetable is planned; 
 Lessons have clear aims and purposes which relate to our schemes of work and subject 

policies; 
 Children arrive punctually and quietly to lessons, properly equipped and ready to begin; they 

depart in an orderly fashion having pushed chairs under tables and tidied up;  
 Lessons always begin with a brief resume of the previous lesson’s work.  (Carpet time and 

mental Maths games during numeracy lessons are encouraged);  
 Desired learning outcomes are made clear to the children and reviewed as lessons progress; 
 Lessons end with a plenary to review learning and help inform teachers’ planning; 
 Lessons comprise properly sequenced activities.  Questioning involves open as well as closed 

questions and more reticent children are drawn in; 
 Lessons cater appropriately for the disparate needs of all pupils in a class; resources and 

tasks are appropriately differentiated with extension work offered to the most able; 
 Lessons are dynamic and create and sustain pupils’ interest and motivation; 
 Lessons ensure full participation of all pupils and include as much interaction as possible, 

using such means as circle time and mini-whiteboards; 
 Teachers encourage children to be active learners, using different skills such as observation, 

seeking information through books and the internet, communicating information in varied 
ways, posing questions and problem solving; 

 Teachers signal their high expectations by setting realistic but challenging targets for the 
children; 

 Teachers mark work promptly and positively, offering useful feedback and advice for 
improvement.  Shoddy work is unacceptable. 

 In Pre-Prep and the Prep School, house points are awarded for work over which a child has 
taken care and Credits are awarded for work of exceptional quality. Children receive Merit 
and/or Credit awards in Friday Assembly.  In Pre-Prep the Star Badge system is also used to 
reward effort. Prep School pupils have a personal weekly house point target. 

 Children are expected to respond enthusiastically and conscientiously to tasks set, taking 
care over presentation of all written work and ensuring work is completed on time to the 
best of their ability.  Written work is carefully presented with a pencil underlined title and 
date (D.U.M.T.U.M.S).  Errors are crossed out with pencil and ruler. Prep School children 
whose written work is sloppily presented will be expected to repeat it.  
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 Handwriting is as neat as possible, preferably cursive.  Pencils, fountain pens and roller ball 
(Berol type) pens are used.  Children should not use biro type pens; 

 Children are expected to conduct themselves appropriately in class, focusing on their work 
and neither distract nor decry the efforts of others.  Shouting out in class is not acceptable; 

 Our classrooms are attractive learning environments with clutter kept to the minimum. 
Teachers’ desks should be kept as clear and tidy as possible.  We change displays termly.  We 
ensure that all children have the opportunity to display their best work; 

 Marking is clear and constructive; 
 

5. Classroom Conduct 
 

5.1 Effective learning will only take place when the children understand precisely our 
 expectations of them;  
 

 Children arrive promptly for lessons, properly equipped and immediately settle down 
ready for work; 

 Each lesson should begin with a brief resume of previous learning and the teacher will 
make clear the learning objectives for the lesson; 

 Children are not permitted to shout out; hands are raised before they speak. 
Teachers recognise the importance of ensuring that specific groups of children are 
not allowed to dominate class discussions; 

 Girls and boys will be grouped together from time to time to allow for a variety of 
learning styles; 

 Each lesson will begin with a clear outline of learning objectives & end with a plenary; 

 Time will be set aside in Prep School to ensure preps are written correctly into Pupil 
Planners (Staff may need to write in details for the children who require such 
support). Staff must ensure that all children, and particularly those with a specific 
learning difficulty, understand what is required 

 Children will depart from classrooms in an orderly fashion, having pushed their chairs 
under tables and picked up any litter 

 
 
     6. The role of Parents 
 

 6.1 We believe that parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children to learn.  We 
 do all we can to inform parents about what and how their children are learning by: 
 

 arranging informal meetings at the start of each academic year when form teachers 
can talk to the parents of their children about the year ahead and important school       
policies; 

 holding bi-annual parent/teacher meetings; 
 we include information about the topics being studied in our termly Curriculum 

Overview; 
 our school magazine contains a range of children’s work and activities; 
 we use the Pupil Planner (PS) and reading log (PP) as an important tool in          

       home/school communication; 
 sending reports to parents in which we explain the progress made by each child and 

indicating how the child can improve further (we use effort criteria when assessing 
pupils); 
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 regular day to day contact is encouraged and Oakwood staff will regularly 
telephone/email parents if they wish to raise a concern or highlight an achievement; 

 explaining to parents how they can support their children with homework (See  
       Homework Policy; also published in Oakwood Pupil Planners).  We suggest, for    
       example, regular shared reading with very young children, and support for older   
       children with their projects and investigative work. 

 
    6.2 We believe that parents have the responsibility to support their children and the school 

in  implementing school policies.  We would like parents to: 
 

 ensure that their child has the best attendance record possible; holidays during term 
         time are discouraged; 

 ensure that their child arrives punctually at school each day;  
 ensure that their child is equipped for school with the correct stationery, uniform and 

         PE kit; 
 do their best to keep their child healthy and fit to attend school; 
 inform school if there are matters outside of school that are likely to affect a child’s   

       performance or behaviour at school; 
 promote a positive attitude towards school and learning in general; 
 ensure that prep is completed in a conducive environment, that the Homework Diary 

is        signed on a weekly basis and that a note is made in the diary when there has been a    
       problem with prep. 

 
 
  7. Monitoring and review 
 

7.1 We are aware of the need to review the school teaching and learning policy regularly, so 
that we can take account of new initiatives, changes in the curriculum, developments in 
technology or changes to the physical environment of the school. We will review our 
policy  at least once every year during Curriculum Committee Meetings. 
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