
 
 
 
 
 
 
4th September 2018 
 
Dear Parents 
 
The summer sunshine has provided us all with the opportunity to make the most of being 
outdoors and enjoy the freedom of the holidays; indeed I hope everyone is well rested 
and looking forward to the start of the new school year.  As always there is much to look 
forward to and the start of a new academic year brings with it exciting opportunities. 
 
Oakwood has been busy over the summer break with a considerable number of projects completed as well as the 
routine maintenance programme.  In the Pre-Prep we have seen the refurbishment of Kindergarten, the creation of 
two ‘all weather’ outdoor facilities for the Reception classrooms and even some ‘parking bays’ under the Brew House 
archway to house the multitude of ‘sit on’ trikes, bikes and cars!  In the Prep School the new Year 4 classrooms are 
ready for use and the Harcombe Block rooms (previously allocated to Year 4) have been converted into both an 
additional teaching room and a staffroom.  The ‘old staffroom’ in the main building has been transformed into our 
beautiful new ‘Arundel Library’, a dedicated space for developing a love of reading and sharing books at all ages.  As 
per the calendar there will be an official opening of the Arundel Library and launch week from Monday 8th - Friday 
12th October; in the meantime please do pop in to take a look as we are thrilled with the results.  In the school 
kitchen a food preparation room has also been created providing much needed additional space for our catering 
team.  
 
Work continues in the main building as we create our Heritage Room (previously known as the Library) in the heart 
of the school, providing a room that will not only celebrate the history of our school, but also giving a flexible space 
for a variety of needs such as hosting parent meetings, match teas, presentations and informal concerts.  The larger 
scale development of the Lyne Hall and Gym will begin as soon as we have received the final building regulations and 
the planning and fundraising for our all weather pitch will be a focus for the forthcoming school year.  I would like to 
extend a heartfelt thanks to the whole team for their continued hard work with particular mention of our dedicated 
and hardworking support and maintenance team. 
 
Developments 
 
Quality of sport and breadth of opportunity continues to be a focus of curriculum 
development at Oakwood and to this end we are delighted to be launching a skills 
based programme of sport in Years 2 - 4, retaining the opportunity for traditional 
competitive fixtures while providing a focus on skill development across a variety of 
sports for both boys and girls alike.  In addition, our children in Nursery, 
Kindergarten and Reception will benefit greatly from the expertise and experience of 
Mrs Jenny Hall as a specialist Early Years Sport practitioner leading their curriculum 
PE lessons.   Please do take the opportunity to meet the sports staff of Oakwood at 
our Sport Development Presentation open to parents in the second week of term alongside the Welcome Meetings; 
this will be the ideal forum for finding out more about sport at Oakwood as well as having the opportunity to ask any 
questions. 
 
The development of computing alongside the strategic investment into IT across the school is a constant process due 
to the changing ways we learn and work.  This year senior pupils will enjoy the introduction of ‘robotics’ into their 
computing lessons as well as benefiting greatly from having access to our new class set of Chromebooks.  It is a 
constant balance for all schools to ensure pupils have valuable access to IT while at the same time ensuring the 
digital world does not dominate in their learning or well being.  Having the provision of interactive whiteboards in all 
classrooms, a computing room for classes from Year 1 to Year 6 and portable devices such as Learnpad tablets, ASUS 
laptops and Chromebooks ensures the opportunity at Oakwood is wide. 



 
Ensuring efficiency in our administration as a school is imperative and to this end we are pleased to be introducing 
an online booking facility for Parent Evenings; this facility is provided through our existing Parentmail system and will 
be trialled initially with the Year 3 Form Teacher Meetings and Pre-Prep Parent Teacher Meetings this half term.  It is 
our intention to roll out further digital programmes for parents this year, including an online extra-curricular club 
booking system. 
 
Staff News 
 
We are delighted to announce Paul and Jenny Feakins-Taylor are expecting their first baby in February; 
congratulations from us all at Oakwood.  There is certainly much to look forward to as a community with Felix and 
Emma Page, Emma and Andrew Tarry and Ellie and Phil Richardson Fowler all expecting additions to the family later 
this term!  We wish them all the very best. 
 
We also welcome a few new staff to the Oakwood family.  Mrs Jenny Western joins us as an Early Years Assistant, 
working across Kindergarten, Nursery and Acorns Tea Club; Mrs Alison Ritcher, known to many as an Oakwood 
parent, also joins the Early Years team after half term and in January Miss Jenny Allum will become an assistant in 
our Little Oaks Nursery.  Mr Martin McBride joins the games department as a part time sports coach and Miss 
Charlotte Oliver joins Oakwood this year for her undergraduate placement working in Year 2 and assisting in our 
busy sporting afternoons in the Prep School.  Mrs Julie Oldman, known to many as a visiting specialist music teacher 
at Oakwood, joins the team as a part-time member of the music department. We extend a very warm welcome to 
them all. 
 
Community and Charity 
The new school year provides an excellent opportunity to ‘set the bar high’ in terms of smartness and appearance for 
us all and with many uniform items new for the school year I ask that all items are fit for purpose and named 
appropriately.  Fostering a sense of pride in our school and independence in our children is key and the personal 
organisation of belongings and uniform is all part of this education.   The introduction of new customised Oakwood 
book carriers for the Prep School is hoped to aid in this, with all pupils in Year 3 and Year 4 receiving their book 
carriers on the first day of term alongside their school planner.  Any families wishing to purchase an Oakwood book 
carrier for children in Year 5 and Year 6 are able to do so via the school office.  Can I politely ask families to support 
the minimising of unnecessary items, such as large key rings attached to bags and oversized pencil cases that distract 
more than enhance learning in class.  Thank you in advance. 

 
Looking ahead we are delighted to be continuing our charitable work.  We have 
both PICU and The Children’s Air Ambulance charities visiting Oakwood on Friday 
28th September to receive our fundraising donations from last year and we look 
forward to supporting our two nominated school charities for 2018-19: The 
Wildlife Trusts and Brent Lodge Wildlife Hospital. 
 

To start the ball rolling we hope to see many children attend our Charity Cinema Evening, hosted by our staff, on 
Friday 5th October.  Parents will, at the same time, have the opportunity to attend our Digital On-line Safety Talks 
with PC Phillips, for both Pre-Prep and Prep School families.  Please do add this important date to your calendars 
now! 
 
The traditional Oakwood Friday Celebration Assembly remains very much at the heart of 
our school week however, as many parents who regularly attend these assemblies will 
recognise, maintaining this unique element of Oakwood life while ensuring it occurs in a 
timely and manageable fashion is a priority for us.  The need to keep to time, allowing 
lessons following the assembly to start promptly is important and to this end we have 
now created a ‘Special Achievement Assembly’ each half term to promote and celebrate 
the individual achievements of children outside of school and in extra-curricular 
activities.  The first Special Achievement Assembly takes place on Friday 14th 
September and I ask families to bring in any certificates of achievement, trophies, 
medals and awards from out of school activities for this assembly; please bring items to the office in the week of 
these assemblies and not before.  We will continue to celebrate the successes and achievements of school life in the 
remaining weekly assemblies, alongside enjoying class and year group presentations. In order to keep these 



assemblies within the first lesson of the day I kindly ask all parents to be seated in the Lyne Hall by 8.35am for a 
prompt start; all Pre-Prep children are welcome to attend with their class and teacher however this will require the 
Pre-Prep children to be in class for registration by 8.30am at the latest on a Friday morning.  Any Pre-Prep children 
who do not attend assembly will remain in class, supervised by their class assistant. 
 
The forthcoming term promises to be a busy one and I encourage you to absorb the calendar and perhaps make note 
of key events I would like to highlight: 

● On the first Thursday of term, Thursday 6th September, we have our Welcome Drinks for New Parents and 
Class Reps from 7-9pm at Fenn House.  An ideal opportunity to welcome ‘new’ families to the Oakwood 
community; 

● We have our Welcome Meetings and Drinks and our Sports Development Meeting on Monday 10th 
September for all year groups; this evening provides a valuable opportunity for parents to meet teachers, 
find our more about the academic year ahead and to share a drink with staff and other Oakwood families; 

● On Wednesday 12th September we have the termly FOO and Class Reps Meeting.  Please do ensure any 
agenda items for discussion are sent to class reps in advance of the meeting; 

● We are hosting our first social event of the year for parents with the FOO Race Night on Friday 21st 
September; further information will be available very soon and we look forward to an enjoyable evening 
together, welcoming new families and catching up with Oakwood friends; 

● As the term progresses we have many more events that celebrate the strength of our school community 
with the FOO Fireworks Night on Friday 9th November, the popular Groovy Grandparents’ Morning on 
Friday 23rd November, followed swiftly by the FOO Christmas Fair on Saturday 24th November, and finally 
our FOO Christmas Cocktail Party on Friday 30th November is a super way to bring the end of a busy term 
to a close! 

● The Carol Service for Reception to Year 6 takes place on Friday 14th December at St Paul’s Church in 
Chichester at 10.30am.  

 
You may recall from my July newsletter that Miss Quinn will be making ‘Recycled Sculptures’ in Design Technology 
and would be very grateful for any recyclable items from the list below.  Large ‘hippo bags’ will be readily available 
outside the back of the Art Room for all your unwanted items and any unusual recyclable items will be considered!  

● Bottle tops - plastic and metal 
● Jar lids 
● Driftwood - small and large pieces 
● Rope found on the beach 
● Unwanted keys and cutlery 
● Old pans and colanders  
● Cogs, nuts and bolts 
● Plastic toys and items such as old flippers 
● Plastic bottles and bags 
● Corks 
● Unused electronics, mobile phones, circuit board 

 
On our return to school tomorrow all families will receive a family copy of the Oakwood School Magazine.  We hope 
you enjoy this year’s magazine, a newly designed publication reflecting the vibrancy, energy and enthusiasm of 
Oakwood, sharing the children’s thoughts and celebrating their successes.  I would like to thank Lucy Jackson, Ruth 
Quinn, Gemma Halford and the marketing team at Mindworks for all the time, effort and passion that has been given 
to this project.  Happy reading! 
 
I look forward to seeing you all tomorrow on our first day of term. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Clare Bradbury 
Headteacher 


