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20th April 2018 
 
Dear Parents 
 
A very warm welcome back to you all and I hope you enjoyed a relaxing, albeit rather wet, Easter break with family 
and friends.  The warmth of Oakwood and the beautiful spring days of this week have ensured the summer term has 
started positively, with a vibrant energy from both pupils and staff. We are delighted to welcome six new pupils to 
Oakwood this term and look forward to welcoming new joiners to Nursery over the coming weeks. 
 
I am thrilled to be able to share with you the outstanding LAMDA achievements of our 
Speech and Drama pupils from last term.  As you can see we have much to be proud of 
as a school and I would like to thank Mini Elliot for her hard work and dedication to 
developing this aspect of school life; Speech and Drama is certainly flourishing at 
Oakwood.  Congratulations to the following pupils: 
 

LAMDA Introductory Graded Examination Solo, Introductory Stage 3 

Pass with merit 
Oliver Ford 
George Knight 
May Nguyen 
Rollo Rollason 
George Simpson 
 

Pass with distinction 
Siena Callander 
Fleur Else 
Ted Ferrier 
Katelyn Richer 
Jonathan Roe Dos Santos 
Valentina Rollason 
Bray Todd 
Fen Todd 
Stanley Woolfenden 

LAMDA Entry Level Award in Communication, Speaking Poetry & Prose 

Pass with merit 
Jack McGee 
Louis Davies 

LAMDA Entry Level Award in Performance, Acting Entry Level (Duo) 

Pass with merit 
Simran Bansil 
Fred Clements 
Ava Hampson 
Beau Hancock 
Samuel Hardie 
Milli Jones 
Jaimie Page Smith 
Charlie Stevenson 
Angus Strike 

Pass with distinction 
Toby Bennett 
 

LAMDA Level 1 Award in Performance, Acting Grade 1 Combined 

Pass with merit     
Sophie Ball 
Ruby Colston 
Isobel Ford 
Beaux Pennington-Pope 
 

Pass with distinction 
Thomas Dempsey 
Olivia Dickens 
Emily Helyer 
Edie Horlock 
Scarlett Jenkins 
Alexander Solly 
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LAMDA Entry Level Award in Performance, Acting Entry Level Solo 

Pass with merit 
Patrick Green 
Maia Middleton 
 

Pass with distinction 
Violet Clements 
Lucy Coles 
George Fairhead 
Thomas Greenhouse 
Esme Jones 
Mia Uccelli 

LAMDA Entry Level Award in Performance, Acting Entry Level Duo 

Pass with merit 
Harry Barden 

 

LAMDA Level 1 Award in Performance, Acting Grade 1 Solo 

Pass  
Molly McGee 

 

LAMDA Level 1 Award in Performance, Acting Grade 2 Combined 

Pass with merit 
Oliver Barden 
Evie Burton 
Rocco Callander 
Joshua Ellis 
Rufus Knight 

Pass with distinction 
Oliver Davidson 
Lily Hume 
Alexander McBride 
 

LAMDA Level 1 Award in Performance, Acting Grade 3 Combined 

Pass with distinction 
Dan Betsworth 
Harvey Wallage 

 

 
There have certainly been some busy pupils over the Easter break with impressive entrants in both the annual 
‘Oakwood Bake Off’ and the’ Art and Maths Easter Egg Box Competition’; all participants of both competitions will 
receive their awards in our first Celebration Assembly of the term next week. 
 

This year’s bakers were asked to make a savoury quiche.  The judging panel which included 
members of our catering team, Yvonne Lee and Gemma Halford were immensely 
impressed by the quality of the quiches!  Congratulations to the following participants: 
Oscar de Lacy, Edie Horlock, Noah Jackson, Katerina Masic, Maia Middleton, Amelie Park, 
Abraham Redfern, Arabella Redfern and Angus Strike.  This year we have three finalists who 
will battle to be crowned the Oakwood Star Baker; congratulations to Edie Horlock, Noah 
Jackson and Amelie Park.  

 
For the Easter egg box challenge the children were asked to design and make a box, using 
a net, that could be used to hold an Easter egg.  The standard was particularly high this 
year which made judging a difficult task!  Congratulations to the following participants on 
their wonderful and unique designs:  Sophie Ball, Harry Barden, Brandon Blake, Evie 
Burton, Lucy Coles, Callum Fox, Scarlett Jenkins, Layla-Rose Mahoney, Benjamin 
Matthews, Maia Middleton, Jogo Park, Katelyn Richer, Harry Street and Josephine Tupper. 
The winners from each year group were: 

 Year 1 - Callum Fox 

 Year 2 - Katelyn Richer 

 Year 3 - Brandon Blake 

 Year 4 - Sophie Ball 

 Year 5 - Scarlett Jenkins 

 Year 6 - Evie Burton 
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We have had some initial entries for the’ Challenge Antarctica Flag Competition’ however 
there remains time to get your thinking caps on and design this unique school flag that will 
end up at the South Pole!  Entries should be handed in to the office by Monday. 
 

 
The holiday has also been a busy time for making improvements to our facilities.  I would like 
to thank our team of dedicated grounds staff for their long hours and hard work.    The pool 
has been completely refurbished with considerable ‘behind the scenes’ work with a new liner 
now in place; there is no doubt this was much needed work and we now have a future- 

proofed facility for years to come.  Swimming lessons will re-start next week and we look forward to our summer 
term swimming demonstrations and galas.  Linked with these pool improvements we are delighted to have extended 
our Little Oaks Nursery providing a dedicated quiet area as well as increasing its capacity. 
 
We continue to consider the safety of our Oakwood community on site and to this end have created 
both a new pedestrian crossing to the Lyne Hall and Gym as well as installing additional CCTV near 
the entrance to the site, with number plate recognition.  In looking to the future we are delighted to 
have on display, plans of the Performing Arts and Sports Development Centre; we are awaiting final 
building regulations and hope work will begin in May.  The visual plans are displayed outside the Year 5 
Hastings Centre near the main school entrance for you to view.   
 
Finally, I would like to thank parents for their contributions to last term’s Parent Survey.  Your opinions are incredibly 
valuable to myself, the staff as a whole, the Senior Leadership Team and Governors when looking at every day 
school life and indeed the future development of our school.  The survey was well supported and completed by 103 
parents.  In broad terms the results indicate considerable parental support for our school in terms of the breadth 
and quality of education including sport, the pastoral care of children, the handling of concerns and the methods of 
communication.  On a practical level we continue to work with the suppliers of our school uniform and games kit to 
ensure quality and value for money, while retaining the aspects of the uniform that make Oakwood unique.  The 
smartness of our pupils is imperative and I would like all of our children to take pride in their appearance when on 
site and out and about in the local community.  It is evident from the parental feedback this is of equal importance 
to our parent body. 
 
Looking ahead, we will have our school uniform and games kit on display at our Moving Up Afternoon on Friday 6th 
July.  There will be the opportunity for families to try sizes, order required uniform and games kit as well as meet 
directly with our local suppliers.  The second hand uniform shop will also be open.  We hope this will give you the 
opportunity to plan ahead and purchase items as necessary in readiness for the new academic year. 
 
I wish you all a wonderful half term and look forward to seeing you in and around the school over the forthcoming 
weeks. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
 
 

Clare Bradbury 
Headteacher 


