The route to success

OAKWOOD SCHOOL
ISI Inspection Report 2017

“The quality of the pupils’ academic and other
achievements is excellent.”
Oakwood School is the ‘Route to Success’
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KEY FINDINGS
• From a wide range of starting
points, pupils reach aboveaverage standards of attainment,
particularly in English and
mathematics.
• Across the school, pupils gain a
wide range of knowledge, skills
and understanding in the different
subjects of the curriculum.
• Pupils of all ages are enthusiastic
and focused learners who are
able to work independently and
think for themselves.
• Pupils are highly successful in their
extra-curricular pursuits, especially
sport, music and art.
• The quality of the pupils’ personal
development is excellent.
• Pupils of all ages enjoy being
at school and are conﬁdent
and settled.
• Throughout the school, pupils’
behaviour is excellent in class and
around the site.
• Pupils have a strong sense
of belonging to the school
community and are happy to
take on responsibility.
• Pupils value the opportunities
offered by the outdoor
environment and make
the most of it.
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THE QUALITY OF PUPILS’ ACADEMIC
AND OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS
The quality of pupils’ academic and
other achievements is excellent.

Across the school,
pupils show excellent
attitudes to learning
and study skills.

Pupils of all ages achieve highly in their
all-round development and benefit
from an excellent education to enable
them to have the best start in life and
be able to achieve their potential.

EYFS children are outward-looking,
eager to explore and happy to work
alongside others.

This is as a result of the school’s
consistently high expectations for
what pupils can achieve.

Pupils have the inner resources
to work alone on tasks and reach
solutions without help.

Pupils of all abilities enjoy individual
attention from teachers and teaching
assistants in sets and small groups
where tasks can be matched precisely
to their needs.

The high expectations and enthusiasm
of staff, teachers’ understanding of
the needs of the different age groups,
and the quality of relationships in the
classroom all help to inspire in pupils a
love of learning.

Pupils across the school
make rapid progress.
Parents are highly satisfied with
the school.
Children show curiosity, a desire to
experiment and a determination to be
independent and creative, thanks to
the quality of the support they receive
from adults and the many exciting
opportunities and resources made
available to them.

Pupils’ confidence and
success result from
the excellent, interesting
and carefully planned
curriculum.
The school was highly successful in
fulfilling its aim of offering a broad,
creative curriculum that challenges
and engages.
Pupils of all ages have strong
communication skills and are articulate
and thoughtful speakers.
Pupils are alert, attentive and ready to
respond.
Pupils are successful in developing
their numeracy and information and
communication technology (ICT) skills,
thanks to the high quality of planning
and support from staff.

Pupils are confident
about solving problems.
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Pupils achieve highly in their extracurricular pursuits, thanks to the
support they receive from staff and
the excellent range of opportunities
open to them.

A significant number of
pupils gain scholarships
in academic work, music
or sport, and almost
all are offered places
at their first choice of
senior school.

THE QUALITY OF THE
PUPILS’ PERSONAL
DEVELOPMENT
Pupils begin to develop as wellrounded individuals from the time
they start at the school.
Pupils of all ages demonstrate
high levels of self-esteem
and resilience.
Teachers create a supportive ethos
where pupils feel encouraged and
realise that their contributions are
valued.
Pupils’ behaviour is exemplary.
Pupils have a thorough knowledge
of the school’s code of conduct,
the ‘Oakwood Way’, and put it into
practice in their daily life.
The pupils’ high standards of
behaviour reflect both the ethos of
the school laid down by the school’s
leadership and the aim of the school
to create a family environment and
happy, confident children. Excellent
relationships and pastoral care from
staff at all levels underpin this.
Pupils have a great sense of
community; they are proud of their
school and of their role in it.
Pupils enjoy acting as peer mentors,
librarians, eco-monitors, office
assistants and choir leaders, thanks to
the excellent range of opportunities
created by the school for leadership
and collaboration.
Pupils spoke of how they value the
school’s ‘Gold Leaves’ award for
unprompted acts of kindness as the
highest accolade they could attain.
Pupils from different cultures are well
integrated and show genuine interest
in each other’s backgrounds and
experiences, making the school a calm
and unified community.
Pupils of all ages make the most of
the many opportunities they have for
outdoor activities and pursuits. They
say they feel lucky to have so much
space for sport and exploration and
that they love their surroundings.
The excellent quality of the school’s
pastoral support for pupils ensures
that they are actively involved in
matters that are important to them.
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FOCUSED
COMPLIANCE
INSPECTION
The school is fully compliant
with the regulatory standards for
independent schools as follows:

Part 1 – Quality of
education provided
Part 2 – Spiritual, moral, social

and cultural development of pupils

Part 3 – Welfare, health and
safety of pupils

Part 4 – Suitability of staff,
supply staff and proprietors

Part 5 – Premises of and
accommodation at schools

Part 6 – Provision of information
Part 7 – Manner in which
complaints are handled

Part 8 – Quality of leadership
in and management of schools
To read the whole inspection
repor t, please go to the Oakwood
website www.oakwoodschool.co.uk

Oakwood
Preparatory School
Chichester
West Sussex
PO18 9AN
Tel: 01243 575209
office@oakwoodschool.co.uk
www.oakwoodschool.co.uk
Find us on facebook and twitter

INSPECTION EVIDENCE
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The inspectors observed lessons, conducted formal interviews with pupils
and examined samples of pupils’ work. They held discussions with members
of staff and with a number of governors, observed a sample of the extracurricular activities that occurred during the inspection period, and attended
assemblies. Inspectors visited the facilities for the youngest pupils, together with
the learning support and educational resource areas. The responses of parents
and pupils to pre-inspection questionnaires were analysed, and the inspectors
examined curriculum and other documentation made available by the school.
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