Message from
the Headteacher
Dear Parents,
Oakwood is a vibrant and happy school, set in a
wonderful environment. We encourage children to
enjoy their childhood and to develop a lifelong love
of learning. Our pupils learn and play in beautiful,
safe and spacious grounds, receiving an exceptional
academic education. We nurture every individual
to be caring, polite and well-mannered.
We aim to ensure that every child maximises their
potential in all areas of the school curriculum that
we offer, be it academic, music, drama, art or sport;
to this end there is great breadth in the curriculum
as well as a focus on every individual’s academic
progress and success. We have an extensive range
of extra-curricular activities providing the children
with tremendous opportunities as well as building
their self-confidence and independence.
The school was founded in 1912 and we have been
at our current site since 1944. We have a large
Georgian country estate surrounded by tranquil
woodland located near the cathedral city of
Chichester. It is, indeed, the perfect setting for
a school with experienced and dedicated staff,
plus excellent facilities to complement the breadth
of curriculum on offer so that our children
can flourish.
Oakwood pupils are curious with a desire to
learn and achieve their best; they are resilient and
well-mannered with a respect for others; they are
proud of their school and their place in it.
I look forward to meeting you soon to share
our school with you.

Clare Bradbury
Headteacher

Oakwood brings out
the best in each child
building self-worth and
confidence, producing
well-rounded young
people ready to take
their place in society,
indeed the world, the
foundations being laid
at Oakwood.
Oakwood grandparent

Oakwood Community
Oakwood is a warm and
welcoming community where
children are encouraged
to actively contribute, show
respect towards others
and be ready to take risks
and face challenges with
confidence and self-belief.
Our Little Oaks Nursery welcomes
children from the age of 2½ and great care
is taken to settle each child. The Nursery
is accommodated in its own self-contained
building close to the Pre-Prep area of
the school, with a wonderful family
atmosphere and a great sense of fun.

After a year in Nursery, children move
up to Kindergarten where their Little
Oaks journey continues in readiness
for Reception. Throughout the Early
Years importance is placed on building
social skills, personal development
and establishing a love of learning.
As children continue at Oakwood,
through the Pre-Prep into the Prep

School, this love of learning and building
of self-belief remain at the heart of all
that we do. At Oakwood children are
encouraged to have a go, try new things
and always be true to themselves.
The development of the individual is
paramount ensuring that when our
pupils reach the end of their time at
Oakwood, they leave with confidence
and are ready to take their next step
in education.
Oakwood is a welcoming community for
all, with many opportunities for families
to be involved in school life and enjoy
being a part of our school. The support
of our Class Representatives and Friends
of Oakwood (FOO) is invaluable and

throughout every school year we enjoy
many well attended social events and
family occasions together, including
Groovy Grandparents Day, Fabulous
Father’s Day, Marvellous Mother’s
Morning, our annual Fireworks Night,
Christmas and Summer Fairs and the
Summer Ball. There is always something
to look forward to!

Pupils of all ages
achieve highly in
their all-round
development and
benefit from an
excellent education
to enable them
to have the best
start in life and
be able to achieve
their potential.
Independent School Inspectorate

Oakwood Academics
With high expectations of
achievement for Oakwood
pupils, we are incredibly
proud of our excellent
academic record.

We sustain high levels of achievement
in senior school entrance tests with
many pupils being awarded a range of
scholarship awards at 11+. Children excel
academically and genuinely enjoy every
aspect of school life.
Oakwood pupils have a natural love of
learning, enjoying a hands-on approach
which ensures a deep knowledge and
understanding. Children of all ages and
abilities receive individual attention from
our teachers and teaching assistants in
small class sizes. We build the foundations
for your child to reach their potential.
Pupils are supported and encouraged to
challenge themselves in all areas of school
life where literacy and numeracy skills
are a core priority. Our varied curriculum
allows each child to focus on their
particular interests and introduces a
wide range of subjects. Our outstanding
and experienced teaching staff provide
inspiration through their specialist

knowledge and passion. We encourage
our staff to continue with their
professional development, enabling them
to challenge themselves and their pupils.
While we follow the guidance of the
national curriculum we have the flexibility
to broaden our children’s learning
experience with inspirational teaching.
We believe even our youngest pupils
benefit from specialist teaching. Our
curriculum includes: English, maths,
science, humanities, modern foreign
languages, music, ICT, drama, art, design
& technology, food technology, PE &
games and swimming. We regularly
develop cross-curricular topics involving
our entire school community.
Recognising that children academically
progress in different ways and learn in
varying styles, we maintain small class
sizes and excellent staff ratios. We have
three sets for English and maths in the
Prep School to ensure individualised
learning, to maximise progress and to
boost self-confidence.
We extend the learning of able, talented
and interested pupils through a variety of
educational workshops and events across
curriculum areas. Delighting in the
academic success of our most able Prep
School pupils, we award four Academic
Scholarships annually. Children requiring
additional support or extension to their
learning benefit from our team of
specialist teachers as well as having the
option of 1:1 lessons according to need.
We welcome regular conversations
with our parents regarding their
child’s academic progress via regular
parent teacher meetings and
comprehensive reporting.

Pupils are highly
successful in their
extra-curricular
pursuits, especially
sport, music and art.
Independent School Inspectorate

Oakwood Sports
Oakwood aims to nurture
confident, articulate,
well-rounded children who
reach their full potential by
having the opportunity to
experience a wide range
of sport and activities.

from enhanced health and fitness habits
and school achievement, to psychosocial
and emotional attributes, such as
teamwork, leadership and optimism.
We acknowledge the athletic achievements
of one senior boy and one senior girl
during each academic year by awarding
two sports scholarships.

Active participation and enthusiasm for
sport is at the heart of our school; the
breadth of opportunity in the curriculum
is excellent as well as a wide and varied
extra-curricular programme for Pre-Prep
and Prep School children.
Sport plays an important role within life at
Oakwood with children from Little Oaks
to Year 6 enjoying PE, dance, gymnastics,
swimming, athletics, cross country and
team sports as appropriate for their age.
Our facilities support our extensive
sporting curriculum with over nine acres
of playing fields, an indoor gymnasium,
a 15m heated indoor swimming pool,
outdoor cricket nets, cricket pavilion and
floodlit netball and tennis courts.
At Oakwood we truly believe in sport
for all. Team sports are introduced from
Year 2 with a focus on skill development.
Boys and girls alike are given the
opportunity to try all team sports.
With specialist coaching two or three
times a week, alongside a busy and
inclusive fixtures programme, children
clearly enjoy sport at Oakwood.
We regularly hold sports skill development
weeks throughout the school year. These
are invaluable not only in practising and
mastering the basic skills of sport but also
focusing on positive outcomes, ranging

Our indoor heated pool allows swimming
to be an all-year-round activity with
all children from Nursery upwards
having swimming lessons once a week
throughout the year taught by Chichester
Swim School’s specialist instructors.
The annual school swimming galas and
demonstrations for those children in
Reception and above are the perfect
opportunity to celebrate the children’s
progress and achievement in the pool.
The Oakwood School Sports Day is an
important annual event in the school
calendar. Each child, from Nursery to
Year 6, has the opportunity to take part and
experience individual and team success;
being a member of one of Oakwood’s four
houses is key to this event with team spirit
and encouragement of others at the fore.

Through our
teaching of creative
and performing arts,
we provide a skill
set for our children
to be adaptable,
free thinking,
imaginative
problem solvers
who are willing
to face challenges.
Miss Quinn, Head of Art & Design

Oakwood Arts
It is said that curiosity is
the key to creativity; a
sentiment that drives our
open-minded approach to
the creative and performing
arts at Oakwood.

Small group Speech and Drama lessons
are also available to children from Year 2,
providing the opportunity for interested
pupils to develop performance skills,
participate in local festivals and work
towards LAMDA exams. Oakwood is
proud of its strength in performing arts
and all enjoy this aspect of the curriculum.

Specialist art lessons are included in the
curriculum from Year 2, and Prep School
children also enjoy a weekly ‘Creative
Carousel’ incorporating drama, design
& technology and food technology.
Oakwood’s annual art exhibition
showcases the art and design work of
children from Nursery to Year 6; this is
a fabulous platform for recognising the
creativity and skill of many Oakwood
pupils including the exceptional work
of our Year 6 children.
Drama is the perfect means to build
confidence and children from Reception
to Year 6 have class drama lessons. The
school’s performance hall provides an
ideal stage for budding actors to taste the
thrill and love of performing ‘under the
spotlight’ yet is versatile enough to offer
intimacy for our younger pupils.
The opportunity for performance is wide
and varied at Oakwood with all children
participating in regular class assemblies
as well as larger scale productions
throughout the school year. The Pre-Prep
entertain us all with their Christmas and
Easter performances while the Year 6
production never fails to be a highlight of
the school year with stunning costumes
and sets, and performances to make any
parent proud. Individual musicians and
actors have an opportunity to showcase
their talent at our whole school Friday
assembly, where parents are very
welcome and encouraged to attend.

Music is a focus at Oakwood and we
encourage all children to seek enjoyment
and actively participate. Class music is on
the curriculum from Nursery onwards.
Many children are members of our
choirs and also choose to play at least
one instrument or enjoy singing lessons.
Over 100 individual music lessons are
taught every week by our experienced
peripatetic music teachers and children
may be prepared for ABRSM music exams.
We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm
and confidence of our children when
performing, no matter their age or ability.
The Oakwood choirs, in both the
Pre-Prep and Prep School, are important
ambassadors for the school participating
in many local community events
throughout the year.
We celebrate the artistic success of our
most senior pupils offering a Creative Arts
and Dramatic Arts scholarship annually.

Oakwood is a truly
amazing school.
Through Oakwood’s
guidance we have
watched all three girls
grow and blossom
ready to take their
next step, their next
challenge, their next
adventure.
Oakwood parent

Oakwood Adventures
At Oakwood we value
the opportunity to explore
and extend learning; both
in the beautiful woodland
setting of the school and
beyond the school grounds,
education outside the
classroom is integral to
our children’s learning
and development.
Enriching the curriculum through a variety
of well-planned school visits, residential
trips, visiting speakers and school charity
events brings our children’s learning alive.
A hands-on approach cements both
understanding and ignites a desire to find
out more. From Nursery to Year 6, trips are
arranged to bring our curriculum to life.
Examples of trips include: West Wittering
Beach, the Chichester Library, the Novium
Museum, Arundel Castle, Fishbourne
Roman Palace, The Imperial War Museum,
Hampton Court Palace and Marwell Zoo
to name a few.

A programme of annual residential trips for
children in the Prep School extends learning
opportunities for our children as well as
supporting the development of positive
self-esteem and resilience in all. These trips
encourage confidence in our pupils to work

independently or collaboratively, to solve
problems and reach solutions, and beyond
all else to grow in courage and independence.
Our extensive extra-curricular
programme is central to supporting our
children in developing their hobbies and
passions. Oakwood provides a wide range
of activities and clubs to suit varying tastes
and interests. Children can choose from
a wide range of extra-curricular clubs
including fencing, judo, ballet, gymnastics,
numerous sport clubs, musical theatre,
cookery, art, forest school and computing.
There is, without doubt, something
for everyone!

As a school we are committed to
educating children about the importance
of the community around them. We create
local partnerships in order to teach values
of service and caring. Our youngest
children enjoy regular visits to local care
homes and we often open our doors
to local schools, charities and residents.
Every year the school community selects
one national and one local charity for
which to fundraise.
All of these opportunities reflect our core
values of being actively involved in all areas
of school life and in contributing to our local
community. We encourage our children to
think independently and take risks within
a supportive and safe environment.

Pupils of all ages
demonstrate high
levels of self-esteem
and resilience.
Independent School Inspectorate

Oakwood Well-being
The development of
self-confidence, resilience
and leadership is key
to ensuring our children
reach their potential.

as they transition from Year 2 to Year 3;
delightful friendships develop across
different aged children proving beneficial
for all. Indeed, a hallmark of life at
Oakwood is our focus on ensuring all
children are known not only by staff but
also by their peers.

We take great pride in the pastoral care at
Oakwood. Every effort is made to ensure
that our children feel happy and safe
with experienced and committed staff
providing excellent pastoral support. The
well-being of every individual is important
at Oakwood and our focus on providing
individualised care is a priority. Our
children’s behaviour is exemplary; they are
polite and respectful of others. Our desire
to create a family atmosphere leads us to
maintain high expectations of behaviour
from all our pupils.
Roles of responsibility at Oakwood
are wide and varied including School
Council Representatives, Peer Mentors,
Eco-Monitors, Computer Monitors,
Librarians and Office Assistants. Senior
pupils enjoy the responsibility of taking
on the roles of House Captains, Sport
Captains and Head Boy and Head Girl.
The school house system is strong and
gives all children a sense of belonging
in their own smaller Oakwood family;
whole school house days and events
are incredibly popular and provide the
opportunity to come together as a school
with young and older pupils working
collaboratively. Oakwood pupils embrace
these opportunities, keen to contribute to
their school community in a positive way.

Through the Personal, Social and Health
Education programme, form time and
school assemblies, we instil the important
life skills that children need both at school
and beyond. Regular enrichment activities
and a focus on charity work ensure
Oakwood children have the opportunity
to blossom and grow.

The school’s buddy system ‘Big Me, Little
Me’ ensures that all Pre-Prep children
settle quickly to life in the Prep School

Our children leave Oakwood with a strong
moral compass and an emotional
intelligence beyond their years.
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