Dear Parents,
Oakwood is a happy and safe school, set in a
wonderful environment. We encourage children to enjoy
their childhood and to develop a lifelong love of learning.
We aim to ensure that every child maximises their
potential in whatever area of school curriculum that we
offer, be it academic, music, drama, art or sport. There
is great breadth in the curriculum but it is vital that
children have a firm knowledge and understanding of
core subjects. We have an exciting range of extracurricular activities which give the children tremendous
opportunities and this helps to build their confidence.
An Oakwood pupil is confident, well mannered,
independent, well rounded, has a tolerance of others,
with a desire to learn and above all has a sense of fun.
I look forward to meeting you soon so that you can see
for yourself what a happy and busy school Oakwood is.
Clare Bradbury
Headteacher

Oakwood School was founded in 1912 and since 1944
the school’s home has been a large Georgian country
estate surrounded by tranquil woodland. The perfect
setting for a school.
Classrooms, the theatre, the gymnasium, an indoor
swimming pool and playing fields are all within a few
metres of the main school. The Old Stables (shown to the
left) house the Kindergarten, Reception and Year 1 pupils.

“Happiness. That’s what I see when I go to Oakwood.”
The words of one Oakwood parent, but a view shared by
many more. Oakwood has built a reputation for being a
warm and welcoming school where children genuinely
enjoy every aspect of school life.
Set in 160 acres of stunning park and woodland
between the South Downs and Chichester Harbour,
children at Oakwood learn and play in a beautiful, safe
and spacious environment.
As well as receiving an exceptional academic education,
Oakwood pupils are nurtured to become caring, polite
and well-mannered children.
At Oakwood we build the foundations for your children to
reach their absolute potential.
“The pupils’ all round achievement is
outstanding, fulfilling the schools aims.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2010

We are passionate about the classroom being an interactive
environment where children are encouraged to fully participate,
thus ensuring that learning is fun and lessons are interesting and
memorable whatever the subject matter.
Small class sizes and an engaging approach to teaching have
contributed to our excellent record of high achievement in
national curriculum and senior school entrance tests.

Children are both supported
and encouraged to challenge
themselves in all areas of
school life; however
developing literacy and
numeracy skills are at the
core of our priorities.
Oakwood has a reading
scheme from Reception
through to Year 6 ensuring
that all children reach their
potential and read material
that is relevant to their ability.
Internal English and Maths
challenges take place within
the school, for those children
wanting to gain further skills in
these areas of the curriculum.

In the Upper School
the academic base is
broad with specialist
teachers concentrating
on core subjects.

We are not constrained by
the national curriculum.
Children enjoy a breadth
of learning via inspirational
and motivational teaching.

Oakwood operates a
‘Gifted, Talented and
Interested’ policy so that
children are given every
opportunity to fulfil their
potential.
By the same token we
have individual support
for those who need
additional help. This
may be in class or
one-to-one lessons.

From Nursery to Year 6, Oakwood staff adopt
a caring and friendly approach to teaching.
Oakwood’s philosophy is to teach through
kindness and encouragement.
We are careful to exercise a balance of
discipline and freedom of expression.
“We’re always so impressed by the way
Oakwood staff really make the effort to nurture
our children on an individual level. They just
seem to really care.”
Oakwood Parent

The best way to learn history is to
bring it to life.
Where possible we will involve the
children in practical workshops to
enhance their learning experience.
Field trips are also commonplace for
all age groups. Year 6 pupils
visit the battlefields of
the Great War in France each
summer term.

Oakwood has a state-ofthe-art ICT suite. Children
are taught ICT from
Nursery upwards.
We have a well-equipped
science laboratory.
Science appears on the
school curriculum from
Reception.

Music is one of Oakwood’s strengths and we encourage all children to play an
instrument. We work really hard to help children through the tricky early stages
so that they reach a level of competence where the rewards are huge.
Depending on the instrument, children can learn and play their choice of music
from pop to classical. Our children also love singing and the Oakwood choir has
won regional and national awards in recent years.

Each term there is an
informal music evening
for children in the Upper
School where all parents
are welcome. We hold an
annual concert for both
Upper School and PrePrep children.
Children perform their
latest masterpieces in
school assemblies on
Fridays when parents
are welcome to attend.
Almost 70% of children at
Oakwood play a musical
instrument and over 100
children participate in the
school choirs.

It is said that curiosity is the key to
creativity; a sentiment that drives
our open-minded approach to art
and design at Oakwood.
Children have the opportunity to
test their creativity without boundaries,
through the likes of painting, body
casting, ceramics, silk painting, felt
making, collages, oriental art, kite
making and glass etching.
Visits from local artists and sculptors
enhance and extend the children's work.

Oakwood runs its own
art exhibition where all
children from Nursery
upwards can exhibit their
work. Judged by Pallant
House Gallery, this is
a fabulous confidencebuilding experience
for them.

Drama is the perfect means for building confidence in your child.
Lyne Hall theatre is an ideal stage for budding actors to get a taste of
performing under the spotlights, and is versatile enough to offer intimacy
for the young ones, whilst providing a grandiose setting for the end-ofyear play.
Once a term each class performs a school assembly and all Upper
School children partake in an annual drama evening.

Children can study for
their LAMDA* exams from
Year 1.
*The London Academy of
Music and Dramatic Art

Children from Nursery to Year 2
perform an annual nativity play.
The Year 6 play never fails to be
a highlight of the school year
with stunning costumes and
sets, and performances to
make any parent proud.

Sports Day is a major
annual event in the
school calendar. Each
child has the opportunity
to take part and
experience individual
and team success.

Sport plays an important role within life at
Oakwood and our facilities reflect that. We have
over nine acres of playing fields, a heated indoor
swimming pool, flood-lit tennis courts and an allweather multi-sports surface.
Summer sports include cricket, athletics,
rounders, tennis and swimming. Winter sports
include football, rugby, netball, cross country
and swimming.

Our indoor heated pool
allows swimming to be an
all-year-round activity.
All children from Nursery
upwards have swimming
lessons once a week
throughout the year.
Each year there is a
school swimming gala
and demonstration for
those children in
Reception and above.
Upper School children
play games three times
a week and Pre-Prep
once a week.
Coaching is carried out
by staff with expertise, or
in some cases dedicated
specialist coaches.

Whilst competition for places in
school teams is encouraged, all
pupils in the Upper School receive
opportunities to represent Oakwood
against other schools.
Through participation in competitive
matches, we have found that children’s
confidence flourishes and their sporting
performance improves.

In the Winter and Spring
terms boys’ sport is
dominated by football
and rugby.
Boys and girls both take
part in the annual cross
country race.

Girls play netball,
rounders or hockey,
but are welcome to play
football if they prefer!
PE, dance and fencing
are just some of the
sports that take place
in the gymnasium.
Yoga is offered as an
extra-curricular activity
all year round.

Oakwood aims to produce confident, articulate,
well rounded children who reach their full potential.
Our extensive extra-curricular programme is
central to achieving this. Oakwood provides a wide
range of activities and clubs to suit varying tastes
and interests.

Children can choose
from a wide range of
extra-curricular clubs
including cooking,
photography, ballet,
chess, maths, horrible
histories and even go-kart
building and racing!

Term-time excursions
include trips to the war
graves in France, sailing
in Chichester Harbour
and activity breaks in the
local area.

The Oakwood school year has many school visits,
residential trips, visiting speakers and charity days that
are centred around a combination of learning, personal
development, team-building and ‘pure enjoyment’.

We are committed to
educating children
about the importance
of the environment
around them. Each
year we have a school
environment day and we
are committed to being
an eco-friendly school.

Little Oaks Nursery welcomes children from the age
of 2½. The Nursery is accommodated in its own
self-contained building close to the Pre-Prep part
of the school.
Great care is taken to welcome and settle each
child and there is a wonderful family atmosphere
and a great sense of fun in the Nursery.
Importance is placed on building a solid foundation
of social skills and a love of learning, which enables
the children to settle confidently into school life.
After a year in Nursery, children move up to
Kindergarten where they attend five mornings a
week with optional afternoon sessions.
Nursery children take part
in activities such as
dance, PE, music,
cooking and swimming.
The Nursery has a secure
garden with outdoor play
facilities, as well as a
covered play area.
Children in the Nursery
use the fabulous
woodland walk every day,
so that they can enjoy the
environment around them.

We take great pride in the pastoral care at
Oakwood. Every effort is made to ensure
that your children feel happy and safe.
Through the PSHE programme we instill
important life skills they need both at school
and beyond.
The unique Oakwood spirit is not just down
to the attitude of pupils and teachers.
Parents are also very much included in and
informed of school activities. Staff are
always happy to give you their time to
discuss your child’s progress and welfare.

Our 'wrap-around care'
service gives you the option
to drop your children at
school early or pick them
up later in the evening, in
the knowledge they will be
in safe hands.
Breakfast Club starts at
7.45am each morning and
our After School Club runs
until 6:30pm each evening,
where children receive
supervised homework and
leisure time as well as a hot
supper if required!

The Speech Day and Prize-giving
ceremonies at the end of the
Summer term are a highlight of the
end of year for both the Pre-Prep
and Upper School.
The majority of parents return to the
marquee in the evening for the
annual Oakwood Summer Ball which
is always a fabulous event and a
great way to celebrate the end of a
successful academic year.

We very much look forward to
welcoming you to Oakwood. If you
would like a tour of the school, and
to meet the Headteacher, please call
us on 01243 575209 or visit
www.oakwoodschool.co.uk for
further information.

Prize-giving is followed
by the parents’ Summer
Ball to round off the
school year.
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From A27 Take the Fishbourne exit onto the A259 at the Fishbourne
roundabout. Follow the signs into Fishbourne. Pass the Bull’s Head
pub on your left and turn right into Salthill Road. Continue to the end
of this road crossing the railway line and the A27 flyover. At the
T junction turn left onto the B2178 signed to Funtington and East
and West Ashling. Oakwood’s drive is approx. 300 yards on the left,
just before a sharp right hand bend.
From Chichester Leave Chichester on the B2178, signed to
Funtington and East and West Ashling. After approx. 11⁄2 miles you will
pass a left turn to Fishbourne Roman Palace on Salthill Road.
Continue past this turning and Oakwood’s drive is approx. 300 yards
on the left, just before a sharp right hand bend.
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